
By Mar i-Lynn O'Br ien (convenor@unidosencr ist o.com )

Happy New Year and I pray you all had a wonderful time with Family and Friends over the 
most special season of celebrating our Savior 's birth. A very Merry Christmas late from me. 
What a special gift that God gave us in the Savior that has come as a child and grown up 
with all the temptations and peer pressure and life pressures that were there in his time of 
growing up. I am betting that most of that is not as far off from what we experience 
ourselves. To know that our Savior has suffered and understands our pain is such a 
comfort for us. I know that this brings me comfort and makes Him so much more real for 
me. I believe so many struggle to really feel the grace and mercy that Christ has for each of us. I know that when I 
went through my weekend it transformed my life. It has made me a much better wife, mother and person all 
together. 

As I have watched the years of UEC continue to go, and weekends to happen, I have become so disheartened that so 
many have chosen to leave this ministry behind. I get that life is hard and other ministries and life pull us away. I know 
there was a time in my life that I had also stopped attending Closuras and serving on team as well. Then I truly felt 
God pull me back. I look forward to serving on team again when I am not on council. But for this time, this is my 
service and one that I am enjoying.

We as a council, are watching the struggle and hearing about it as well. We are seeing lower numbers in weekenders, 
the struggle to put the teams together and the numerous churches that are no longer able to host us. With all this 
before us, we have been praying about, and looking at what some of the other ministries around us are also trying 
and how that is working for them.  For example, Via de Cristo has been hosting Co-ed weekends for a bit of time now 
and it seems to be working for them.

One big question is why are Churches just choosing not to host? There are a number of contributing factors. We at 
council believe that since we no longer require Clergy to sign off on applications, that may be contributing to fewer 
pastors attending weekends, which impact current pastors who are no longer aware of who UEC is. This situation is 
added to by the retiring and movement of Pastors out of the area or to new churches. So we feel that we need to find 
a way for the Clergy to come to know who we are.  We realize it 's hard to get a pastor to take that time out to attend 
the weekends. Therefore we have begun to look at having a UEC experience that is just for Pastors and their spouses. 
We are talking about a possibility of having it during the week in a summer time so that it may be easier for them to 
attend. This will take the cooperation of the 4th day community to look at stepping up and offering to care for their 
family while they go. Possibly having the time they attend looked at as a conference that they would be paid for like 
work. It is work. We will be working with a former Rector/a to lead this and a very experienced team as we put the first 
one together. There are so many details to work out and we want this to be as moving for them as the weekends are 
for the rest of us and this is a way to build more community with clergy which we believe will help with growing the 
ministry as well.
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CONVENOR'S CORNER 



UEC Weekends 
#295 and #296

Main Street Church

6500 Main Street

North Branch, MN 55056

As always, watch for the 4th Day signs 

directing to the proper entry door.

Men?s UEC #295
February 7-10, 2019

  I keep my eyes always on the Lord.
 With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken.

Psalm 16:8      

Rector: Eddie O'Brien                          952-426-8204    
Kitchen: Todd Wright                           651-329-7937
4th Day: Jay Engelman                         262-573-2828
Palanca: John Adrian                            952-412-1688

 Wom en?s UEC #296 
February 14-17, 2019

 I can do all things through Him
who gives me strength. 

Philippians 4:13 

Rectora: Diane Swaback                     763-337-4290                
Kitchen: Alice Moris                             715-755.3873                 
4th Day: Cheryl Lecy                            651-210-9839

Palanca: Stacy Bezanson                    763-458-0510
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By Kelly Kandels Weekend  #294 Rect ora

The women?s UEC #294 begin with a sweet, sweet spirit of  
ladies who were ready to experience God, with a litt le bit of 
anxious and enthusiasm.  It was a weekend where the women 
allowed God to break through and be filled with the joy of the 
Lord and experience a spiritual renewal of the heart.  Through 
laughter and tears we experienced a spiritual awakening and 
7 women were baptized on Sunday morning.   It was a 
weekend of renewal and the women of UEC #294 
experienced a spiritual renewal in their journey. I am blessed 
and humbled to see God work in the lives of these women.  

By Mark  Heim kes, Weekend #293 Rect or  

The verse for the weekend was ?Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight? 
Prov 3:5-6 

We put this verse into practice as we experienced difficulties 
in recruiting team members. We also rejoiced as the Lord 
brought just the right men together at the right time in order 
for us to serve the eleven men who stepped out in faith and 
shared their lives with each other and the team and drew into 
a closer relationship with God.  

The men were fully engaged by Friday morning. On Saturday 
afternoon they were told they did not have to create a poster 
after the last rollo before the swim break because of time 
constraints. They insisted they would complete the poster 
when they returned from swimming as they really felt they 
wanted to capture the message that had been presented. A 
great example of how involved they were.  

Being united as brothers in Christ continued as weekenders 
offered to give each other a ride to the Ultreya to make sure 
they would all be there. Praise God for drawing all of us, team 

and weekenders, closer to Him through this experience.   

WEEKEND HIGHLIGHTS

Convenors Corner Continued

I know this is long and I am so sorry but we want to be transparent and let you know what is going on and where we 
are at. We as your council have been very busy and will remain so to get this all pulled off. So the weekends for this 
next year are going to look a litt le different.

We will not have a weekend this summer as we work to plan and prepare for our 2 new weekends for the year 
ahead after the already planned for Feb set of weekends in North Branch. We will have a Co-Ed weekend in the Fall 
of 2019, then next winter 2020 we will have our normal 2 weekends, and then summer of 2020 we will host the 
Clergy and Spouse UEC (either weekend or weekdays) event. We pray that you will begin to really pray for these 
weekends and those to attend. Please feel free to reach out to anyone of us on Council if you have any questions. 
We are here to serve our 4th day community and to have this ministry continue on into the future. Christ truly is 
counting on each and everyone of us, so let 's run the race and serve HIm well. Thank you for sticking through this 
and I pray that you continue to hold council and UEC up in prayer. 

In His Love,

Mari-Lynn O?Brien 



UEC #293 & #294 Weekenders - Fait h Presbyt er ian
  

Brandy Bailey  

Jatan Brown 
Speak the Word 

Michael Cocherell 
Emmanuel  

Chad Dudycha 
Calvary Baptist 

Heidi Elliott 
Watertown Ev Free Church 

Gregory & Robbie Fast 
Christ Presbyterian 

Cristopher & Mandie Garner 
Faith Church 

Tonya Gunstenson 
Faith Church 

Jamie Hickok 
Faith Church  

   
Joe & Lori Hoglund 
Faith Presbyterian 

Lisa Hughes 
Lakes Free 

Randy Jesseph 
Pine Island UMC 

John Kandels 
Grace 

Paula Lingl 
Grace UMC 

Lynn & Roger Miller  
Faith Church 

Dani Parr 
River Valley Church 

David Prin 
Park Avenue Methodist  

   
Gloria Resendez  

Summit 

Rosalie Rhinehart 
Believers Fellowship 

Trish Rotta 
Faribault E-Free Church 

David & Dana Sampson 
Buffalo UMC 

David & Jackie Speich 
The Well 

Linda Stone 
Faith Covenant 

Karen Tschida 
Crossroad Church 

Michelle Widiker 
Osceola Community Church  

IN LOVING MEMORY

We joyfully celebrate the life and resurrection of each friend in Christ who has entered the Fifth Day:                       

Sally Der r , JoAnne Cope

If you know of a Cursillista who has entered his or her 5th Day, please e-mail information to the Palanca Press Editor 

palancapress@unidosencristo.com for inclusion in the newsletter. You may also use the form on the website, 

unidosencristo.com, on the 4th Day Community page and use the 5th Day button. Others in the 4th Day Community 

may have no other way of knowing that their friends in Christ have entered His presence. If you provide the name 

and address of family, a sympathy card will also be mailed to the family. Memorials given in memory of Cursillistas 

will be acknowledged in the Palanca Press, unless otherwise requested. 

Send them to: Unidos en Cristo, 5108 W. 74th St., P.O. Box 390321, Edina, MN 55439
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WELCOME NEW 4TH DAY MEMBERS 
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Weekends #295 and #296 are coming up quickly with the men beginning their weekend on Thursday, February 7th  
and the women on Thursday, February 14th, at Main Street Church. Prayer is a vital part of a UEC weekend. A prayer 
vigil by the UEC 4th Day community connects the community to the weekend and strengthens the weekenders, 
team and the community alike. Prayer connects us to God and to each other. When you sign up either for a specific 
hour or throughout the weekend, you will receive regular updates for those four days. These updates will act as a 
reminder to bathe the weekend in prayer and also give a glimpse of what is happening at the moment. Please help 
blanket both weekends with prayer by following the instructions below. 

How to participate in the Prayer Vigil: 

1. Log on to www.unidosencristo.com 

2. Click on "4th Day" on the bar under "Unidos en Cristo" 

3. Click on "Weekend Prayer Vigil" 

4. Scroll down to the Sign Up section and enter your name, phone number, e-mail address and then sign up for

Weekend #295 or #296. 

5. You may choose a one-hour time slot to pray, or select the entire weekend. 

6. Click on "Submit Prayer Times" 

7. Click on "Prayer Vigil Tips" on the sign-up page for helpful suggestions and Scripture readings 

You will receive reminder emails throughout the weekend. 

If you have questions, contact the Prayer Vigil Coordinator for the weekend you are committing to pray for. Thank 
you for your support and prayers. 

UEC Men #295 -  Brandon Nelson   brandon.nelson84@gmail.com  

UEC Wom en #296 -  Pat Bjork    Pbjork54009@hotmail.com    

PRAYER VIGIL

I can do all t h ings t hrough Him

who gives m e st rengt h.

Philippians 4:13

UPCOMING COUNCIL POSITIONS

Council has several positions that are going to be available in the fall of 2019. I have listed those below and would 

like your help. If you think of someone that you believe would be good for any of these please reach out to the 

convener and they will add the names to our list. I appreciate the help and the recommendations. The email is 

Convener@unidosencristo.com 

List  of  open posit ions for  2019-2020 Council

Co-Convener, Communications Coordinator, Leadership Development, Leadership Training, Members at large. 

http://www.unidosencristo.com


Weekend regist rat ion and Team  applicat ions are available online 
at  www.unidosencr ist o.com  on t he Sponsors and Team page. 

Weekend Regist rat ions w il l  be accept ed at  any t im e for  any weekend if  
t he weekend hasn't  f i l led.

If you wish to submit a Weekend Registration form within two weeks of an 
upcoming weekend, contact Del Van Batavia, Allocations Coordinator to 
determine if space is available. Send Weekend Registration forms to: 

Del Van Batavia, UEC Allocations 

404 Union Terrace Ln. N. 

Plymouth, MN 55441 

vanbatavia@unidosencristo.com 

The Weekend Registration fee of $40.00 per weekender should accompany the 
Weekend Registration Form. Team  Applicat ions m ay be subm it t ed at  any 
t im e for  any weekend. Submission of a team application does not guarantee   
placement on a team. You may contact Del Van Batavia, Allocations 
Coordinator  by e-mail at vanbatavia@unidosencristo.com  to determine if 
there are still team openings. 

    UEC Vot ing Council 

 2018-2019
CONVENOR 

Mari-Lynn O'Brien  952.426.8203 

CO-CONVENOR 

Jim Dibley 651.423.5392 

CONVENOR ADVISOR 

Cathy Colman  612.801.2780 

ALLOCATIONS 

Del Van Batavia 612.270.7329

CHURCH LIAISON 

Elaine Schmidt 651-724-2149  

CLERGY 

Greg Bestland  763.682.1823 

Rosemary Klass  952.769.3187

Phil Schmidt  651.724.0192 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

Chad Olinger 612.385.4686 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

Norma Lund - 952.435.7133 

Dan Everson 612.990.3531

LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

Jerry Low  612.759.2526 

               Mark Turgeon  651.756.8551 

Cyndy Spear 952.374.9391 

PALANCA COORDINATOR 

Linnea Beckstrom 612.963.3362 

SECRETARY 

Lin Benson 952.997.7934 

SITE SELECTION 

Mary Moffitt  952.846.0157 

TRAILER SUPPLIES 

Jay Engelman 262.573.2828 

TREASURER 

Karen Wilson 952.891.2897  

PALANCA PRESS INFO
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The Palanca Press is being distributed electronically. You may subscribe by 
emailing your request to: database@unidosencristo.com.

Have you made a change to your email or physical address since the last Press 
came out?  Want to stay connected?  Check out the website 
unidosencristo.com and make the changes necessary.  

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

PALANCA PRESS INFO

DATABASE INFO

UPDATED LOOK

As you can see, UEC has a new logo. The council decided that it was time to give the UEC brand a refresh. We were looking for 

something new and current that communicated what UEC is all about. A small group of council members reviewed over 60 

options and as a council, we decided on this one. We will be replacing all of the old logos on materials and the website in the 

upcoming months. We hope you enjoy the new design.



Serenades 

Agape Dinner : Open to 4th Day Team members and their guests only. 

Sunday Morning: Open to Sponsors only. 

Sunday Dinner : Open to the 4th Day Community ... please arrive at 4:00 p.m. 

Clausura 

Sunday afternoon at 5:00 p.m. Bring your song book. 

All About  Palanca 

How m any it em s should I provide? 

When sending Palanca for distribution in the Rollo Room, please send 59 items for each weekend. 

Please ?  NO nuts or products manufactured in a plant that also processes peanuts. 

Food Palanca Request s - Men & Wom en  

The "common" list below are items most often needed on weekends. Since exceptions may occur, 

please contact those listed for details and quantities. Please ?  NO nuts, nut butters, nut flavored 

coffee creamers, nut extracts/flavorings, etc. 

Com m on Food Palanca List  

regular/decaf coffee, asst. tea bags, asst. juice, asst. fresh fruit, eggs, asst. bags/cream cheese, asst. boxed cereal, milk, bacon, 
breakfast sausage, asst. individual yogurt, lunch meat, sliced cheese, white bread, whole wheat bread, asst. individual chips, 
tossed salad mix, asst. salad dressing, baking potatoes, ground beef, chicken breasts, hot dogs, hamburger buns, hot dog buns, 
tortilla chips, salsa, cheesecake

Men's Weekend: 

100-4 ounce chicken breast, 12 loaves of garlic toast, 24 bottles of Cataba juice, cheesecake, regular and decaf coffee, 100  
breakfast sausage links, 7 pounds of Jimmy Dean pork sausage, 12 dozen eggs, 100 individual  assorted chips 

Contact: Todd Wright - rightfamily@frontiernet.net

Wom en's Weekend: 

8 angel food cakes, breadsticks, breakfast sausage links, bacon, cheesecake, 100 bags of individual assorted chips, assorted 
individual yogurts, assorted tea bags, assorted juice, juice boxes, baking potatoes, chicken thighs, dollar rolls, dinner rolls, gluten 
free bread, gluten free pasta

Contact: Alice Moris - mymoris@juno.com

Wall Palanca needed 

Do you remember the Wall Palanca during your weekend? All renewal groups, individuals and prayer groups are encouraged to 
shower these Weekenders not only with our prayers but with Wall Palanca. Wall Palanca can be as simple as a card or a 
decorated poster. The main thing is for you to express God?s love to the Weekenders. 

You may send your Wall Palanca by mail to: UEC Palanca Coordinator, Linnea Beckstrom, 14631 Europa Ave, Apple Valley MN 
55124 or e-mail: linneabeckstrom@yahoo.com. If you have any questions, contact Linnea at  612-963-3362.
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SUPPORT UNIDOS EN CRISTO
WEEKEND #295 & #296

I keep m y eyes always on t he Lord.
Wit h Him  at  m y r ight  hand,

I w il l  not  be shaken.
Psalm 16:8
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UEC #296 TEAM MEMBERSUEC #295 TEAM MEMBERS



5108 W 74th Street                            
P.O. Box 390321 
Edina, MN 55439 

 -Have a Quest ion?   -Need Inform at ion? 

www.unidosencristo.com 

convenor@unidosencristo.com 

UEC Council m em bers: 

(last name)@unidosencristo.com 

Palanca Press Edit or , Chad Olinger

palancapress@unidosencristo.com

 

E-m ail Changes or  Address Changes t o: 

Dat abase Adm inist rat or  

database@unidosencristo.com 

Unidos en Cristo is one of literally thousands of cursillo organizations. All 
offer the cursillo weekend in some form. Some are denominational, some are 
not. Some are co-ed. Some meet in churches, some in retreat centers. They 
all follow the same basic cursillo method.

Unidos en Cristo is "friends" with the following cursillo organizations in 
Minnesota and you are encouraged to know about them and support them. 
We all have the same basic goal ?  to provide a weekend that is an encounter 
with God's grace. Cat holic Cursil lo: Found active in many of Minnesota's 
Catholic communities: www.tc-cursillo.org. 

Char is: Cursillo in prison. Once you've attended a cursillo weekend, you can 
serve on team with Charis. For more information, go to: www.charismn.com. 

 Teens Encount er  Chr ist  (TEC): Sponsor a teenager (grades 10-12) to serve 
as an adult leader on a TEC weekend. Visit www.unitedtec.org (metro) or 
www.southerntec.org (Southern Minnesota) for more information. There is 
also a Lutheran TEC. 

Tres Dias: An international ecumenical community. Visit www.tresdias.org. 

Via de Cr ist o (Minnesot a):Visit www.mnviadecristo.org. Now ecumenical, 
this began as Minnesota Lutheran Cursillo. 

Walk  t o Em m aus: Sponsored by the Upper Room, information on this 
ecumenical community, which began in the Methodist tradition, can be found 
at: www.mnemmaus.org. 

CONTACTS CURSILLO FRIENDS 

http://www.charismn.com
http://www.mnviadecristo.org
http://www.mnemmaus.org

