
P
A

L
A

N
C

A
 P

R
E

S
S

News of Unidos en Cristo Minnesota	 Vol. 25, No. 3   September 2008

Support Unidos en Cristo #231 and #232
First Presbyterian Church, Albert Lea, MN

308 Water Str., Albert Lea, MN 56007  •  507-373-2035

Men’s UEC #231
October 2-9, 2008

“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength.”  Isaiah 40:31a

Rector:	 John Maddio	 651-454-6116
Kitchen:	 Mark Clark	 507-280-6292
4th Day:	 George Kessel	 507-373-2503
Palanca:	 Gerry Vuchetich	 952-431-6868

Women’s UEC #232
October 9-12, 2008

“I will give you the treasures of darkness,
riches stored in secret places, so that you may
know that I am the Lord, the God of Israel,

who summons you by name.”  Isaiah 45:3

Rectora:	 Darcy Netzer	 507-373-4965
Kitchen:	 Deb Holland	 952-649-7267
4th Day:	 Carrie Paulson	 507-402-1638
Palanca:	 Mary Hacker	 952-836-9297

Directions / Schedules

Directions: First Presbyterian Church-Albert Lea
From the Twin Cities, take Hwy. 35 south to Albert 
Lea.  Take Hwy. 90 E.  Exit at Bridge Ave. and go 
South.  Turn right onto E. Fountain Str.  Turn left 
onto S. St. Mary Ave. Go 1 block.  The church is at 
the corner of S. St. Mary Ave. and Water. Str.  As 
always, watch for the “4th Day” signs.

Serenades
Agape Dinner:  Open to 4th Day and Kitchen Team
    members and their guests only.

	 Sunday Morning:  Open to Sponsors only.
	 Sunday Dinner:  Open to the 4th Day Community.
	      4:30 p.m. - Sponsors, please arrive at 4:00 p.m.
Clausura
	 Sunday afternoon at 4:30 p.m.  Bring your song book!
Weekend Prayer Vigil

Prayer is critical.  Please sign up to pray during these 
weekends at www.unidosencristo.com (click on “4th 
Day” and then “Prayer Vigil”). Tips are provided.  

Church Liaison Meetings
Before every Women’s Clausura on Sunday 
afternoons beginning at 3:00 p.m., Church Liaisons 
share ideas for making the local UEC community 
stronger and more active.  If you are interested in 
exploring the idea of being a Church Liaison, this is a 
good place to begin.  Everyone is welcome.

All About Palanca

How many items should I provide?
When sending Palanca for distribution in the Rollo 
Room, please send 56 items for each weekend.

Food Palanca Requests
Men’s Weekend:

Lasagne, frozen boneless chicken breasts, cheesecake, 
sliced meat and cheese, assorted fresh fruit and salad 
fixings, bars and snacks.  Contact: Mark Clark at
507-280-6292.

Women’s Weekend:
12 pans lasagne (meat & vegie), 130 8 oz. boneless 
pork chops, 20 lbs. sliced turkey/ham, 25 lbs. 
hamburger, 20 rolls grand homestyle biscuits, 150 
single yogurts, 10 lbs. sliced American cheese, 5 gal. 
apple cider, 20 rolls cookie dough (sugar & choc. 
chip), assorted fruits, vegetables and salad greens.  
Contact: Deb Holland at 952-549-7267 or by e-mail 
at streetdog@tds.net.

Paper Palanca
Letters arrive for each UEC weekend from around the 
country and the world!  Cash donations can also be given 
to each weekend.  Send Palanca to:
    Men of UEC #229 or Women of UEC #230 
    Gordy Nagel, 514 Del Rio Dr., Chanhassen, MN 55317
    e-mail: nagel@unidosencristo.com
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Helping Hands Palanca:  Offer to help cook, serve, or wash dishes for the Kitchen Team.  Help 4th Day Team on 
Thursday afternoons with set up, on Saturday before or after the Agape dinner or on Sunday with tear down and cleaning.  
Volunteer to host the 4th Day Center anytime throughout the weekend.



UEC #231 - Men’s Team Roster UEC #232 - Women’s Team Roster
Rector/a

Assistant Rector/a

Spiritual Directors

Music Directors

Rollistas

Table Leaders

Palanca Rector/a
Asst. Palanca Rector/a
Palanca Spiritual Dir.

Palanca Music Dir.
Palanca Team

Kitchen Rector/a
Asst. Kitchen Rector/a

Kitchen Team

4th Day Rector/a
Asst. 4th Day Rector/a

4th Day Team
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John Maddio	 Faith Covenant-Burnsville
Tom Arneson	 Hennepin UMC
Chuck Barnes	 Berean Baptist
Dave Lembke	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Lee Freshour	 Albert Lea AOG
Dan Peterson	 St. Lucas Community
John Anderson	 N Mankato Evangel. Covenant
Terry Christian	 Plymouth Covenant

Darcy Netzer	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Bonnie Clawson	 Excelsior Covenant
Sandy Clawson	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Judie Springer	 Autumn Ridge
Dwight Netzer	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Jim Ross
Ruth Lawrence	 Southcross Community
Rory Mattson	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Wayne Peterson	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea

Al Edeker	 Faith Covenant-Burnsville
Mark Heimkes	 Faith Covenant-Burnsville
Eddie O’Brien	 Faith Covenant-Burnsville
Jerry Snyder	 Plymouth Covenant
Paul Springer	 Autumn Ridge

Tom Regnier	 Autumn Ridge
tba
tba
tba
tba	

Carol Cerney	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Deb Georgia	 Salem Lutheran-Lake Mills
Lori Lembke	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Barb Paul	 Faith UMC
Mary Jo Savage	 Normandale Hylands UMC

Carrie Frank	 Evangel UMC
Tammy Herzog	 Fairmont Evangelical Covenant
Gretchen Hoppe	 Fairmont Evangelical Covenant
Joyce Keiran	 Hope Presbyterian
Bev Morgan	 Evangel UMC

Gerry Vuchetich	 Rosemount UMC
Jim Dibley	 Rosemount UMC
tba
Derek Herzog	 Faribault Evangelical Free
Jim Barber	 Faith UMC-Waseca
Rich Howard	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Mike Kolterman	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Dave Meadows	 Autumn Ridge
Mike Peterson	 Rochester Covenant
Geno Pyse	 Autumn Ridge
Corey Sutton	 Faribault Evangelical Free

Carrie Paulson	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Sue Peterson	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Lin Benson	 Faith Covenant-Burnsville
Cindy Goodrich	 Fairmont Evangelical Covenant
Jenny Huebner	 Faith UMC
Vickie Lee	 St. Croix Valley UMC
Diane Martin	 Grace UMC
Sherry Perry	 Evangel UMC
Joleen Ramaker	 Faith UMC
Deb Serrano	 Stewartville UMC
Sheryl Strain	 Faith UMC
Barbara Westurn	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Fran Wohlwend	 St. Croix Valley UMC

Deb Holland	 Watertown Evangelical Free
Linda Benson	 Watertown Evangelical Free
Sarah Holland	 Church in the Maples UMC
Cheryl Howard	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Jeanette Laven	 Autumn Ridge
Kathy Latcham	 Autumn Ridge
Vonnie Rassat	 Albion Evangelical Free
Peggy Rischmiller	 Watertown Evangelical Free
Sheila Seth	 Church in the Maples UMC
Mona Sjoblom	 Harvest Community
Genie Young	 Watertown Evangelical Free

Mark Clark	 Rochester Evangel
tba
Dave Carlson	 Faith Covenant-Burnsville
Gordie Hall	 Evangel UMC
Wayne Nation	 Autumn Ridge
Bill Olson	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Evan Punchard	 Hope Presbyterian
Bill Radil	 Dodge Center UMC
Greg Ulsh	 Evangel UMC
Lou Zitnay	 Evangel UMC

George Kessel	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Dick Western	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Marlin Attig	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Scott Aysta	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Jim Berger	 Bethany Covenant
Brian Blecker	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Ben Cerney	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Jerry Mueller
Steve Twiss	 Valley Christian

Mary Hacker
Dorothy Miller	 Albert Lea AOG
Mary Schultz
Deveny Rynders	 Harvest Community
Carol Aitchison	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Jackie Hall	 Evangel UMC
Lori Kestila	 Evangel UMC
Macky Knutson	 Plymouth Covenant
Maurine Larson	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Kathy Lucas	 Faith UMC
Darlyne Paulson	 First Presbyterian-Albert Lea
Carole Snyder	 Plymouth Covenant
April Zitnay	 Evangel UMC
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4th Day Market

The 4th Day Market will be open before 
every Clausura with the following items for 
purchase:

Songbooks $20        Crosses: $5           
Renewal Cards FREE

DVD packets, DVDs and brochures will 
also be available.  These are free of charge.  
Donations are welcome.

Gluten Free Communion

At all team meetings and on UEC week-
ends, as well as at all Clausuras and week-
end Ultreyas, there will be a gluten-free 
communion station available.  We do not 
want anyone to skip this important sacra-
ment due to gluten allergies or intolerances.

Sponsor Tips

The Simplicity of Sponsorship

  

It’s this simple:“UEC changed my life.  

Would you like to go?

I would like to sponsor you.  

I think you’ll like it
very much.”

New Churches

UEC would like to welcome the following churches.  These 
have become involved in UEC since September of 2007. 

Discovery UMC, Chanhassen, MN
Faribault Evangelical Free, Faribault, MN

Salem Baptist, New Brighton, MN
True North Church, Cannon Falls, MN
Woodland Presbyterian, Babbit, MN

As of June 2008, the pastor of the church is not required 
to attend for the church to become a UEC church.  We do 
ask for the pastor’s blessing for UEC to be involved in the 

church.  Do you know a church that should be on this list?

Prayer Vigil

Prayer is the most important element of a UEC Weekend.  
When people pray, the communication lines between God 
and the team, God and the weekenders, God and the host 
church remain open and fluid.  Forgetting about the “prayer” 
piece of a weekend is akin to forgetting that God’s presence 
is what the weekend is all about.

Please commit to prayer by joining the weekend Prayer 
Vigils.  Go to www.unidosencristo.com.  Click on “4th Day” 
and then “Prayer Vigil”.  You can input your e-mail address 
and choose a  one-hour time slot to pray.  You’ll receive a 
reminder e-mail, prayer tips and specific requests from the 

weekend team.

The Symbol of our Faith

You’ll notice throughout this issue of the Palanca Press a variety of crosses, some 
with flowers, some with thorns, some old-fashioned, some modern, some simple 
and some elaborate.  A pastor could likely give an in depth history about how the 
cross came to be the symbol of our faith, perhaps even a sermon about what seeing 
a cross should invoke within us.

For the purpose of this space, I encourage you to notice the crosses here, those you 
wear around your neck, those on top of your churches, even those tatooed on the 
arm of a biker you see at the next Clausura.  Let this question become a point of 
meditation for you in the weeks to come:

What does the cross mean to you?



“My heart was broken this weekend.  God came and shattered the shell
I thought was protecting my heart and said,
‘With me, we can make your heart better.’”

		  “It is profound, the kind of love focused on us this weekend.
		  I felt it a week before arriving.  You can only resist an outpouring of love
		  like this for a short time.”

				    “The burdens of my sin have been lifted.
					     I am no longer a slave to sin.  Through Christ, I am free.”

			   “When someone said, ‘God Loves You and So Do I”,
				             I couldn’t believe that all these strangers love me and have prayed for me. 
										          God showed me true grace.”

Weekender Reviews

Fourth Day Welcome to the 4th Day!
Participant List from UEC #229 & #230 

Hope Presbyterian Church
Mark Anderson, Grace UMC
Reed Auston, Christ Community
Susan Bergstreser, Faith Covenant
Stacy Bezanson, Church of the Open Door
Jill and Tom Biatek, Discovery UMC
Randy Blom, Church of the Open Door
Sandy Clark, Faith Covenant
Danielle DeWar, Fairmont Evangelical Covenant
Edith and Charles Johnson, Rejoice Lutheran
Sheryl Kandels, Normandale Hylands UMC
David Kjellsen, St. Croix Valley UMC
Dwayne Lowman, Colonial Church
David Meadows, Autumn Ridge

Kevin Melin, Crossview Covenant
Marsha Moeller, Fairmont Evangelical Covenant
Heather and Joshua Mohr, Hosanna!
Esther Nyiransabiman, West Lake AOG
Sarah and Mike Peterson, Rochester Covenant
Evan Punchard, Hope Presbyterian
Everett Pyse, Autumn Ridge
Sue Rode, Peace Church
Ann and George Schulenberg, Harvest Community
Marsha & Art Smith, Faith Covenant
Cindi and Corey Sutton, Faribault Evangelical Free
Milo “Spaceman” Thomas, Hope Presbyterian
Jan Westberg, Plymouth Covenant
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“I saw God here.”

Fifth Day
In Loving Memory

We joyfully celebrate the life and resurrection of each
friend in Christ who has entered the Fifth Day:

Cleon Anderson, UEC 28, Hennepin UMC (Jim)
Elayne Ballard, UEC 94, Hennepin UMC (Jerry)

Michelle Clark, UEC 190, Westwood Community (Kevin)
Bonham Cross, UEC 50, Hennepin UMC (Marie)

Jean Dando, UEC 40, Southcross Community
Boyd Slatter, UEC 63, Peace Presbyterian (Ruth)

David Tellett, UEC 50, Hennepin UMC (Lu)
Elmon Ward, UEC 146, Hope Presbyterian (Alma)

If you know of a Cursillista who has entered his or her 5th Day, please e-mail 
information to the Palanca Press editor (walker@unidosencristo.com) for inclusion 
in the newsletter.  Others in the 4th Day Community may have no other way of 
knowing that their friends in Christ have entered His presence.  If you provide the 
name and address of family, a sympathy card will also be mailed to the family.  
Memorials given in memory of Cursillistas will be acknowledged in the Palanca 
Press, unless otherwise requested.  Send them to the Unidos en Cristo Council 
Treasurer: Teresa VanBatavia, 404 Union Terrace Lane N., Plymouth, MN 55441.



Singles Ultreyas (all Cursillo communities):
Held at various churches throughout the metro area on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month at 5:30 p.m.  For more 
information, visit www.mnviadecristo.org/news.

Charis:
Serve those in prison.  Go to: www.charismn.com

Teens Encounter Christ (TEC):
Sponsor a teenager (grades 10-12) or serve as an
Adult Leader on a Cursillo-like weekend.  Visit
www.unitedtec.org (metro) or www.southerntec.org. 
(Southern MN) for more information.

Via de Cristo (Minnesota):
Visit www.mnviadecristo.org.  Now ecumenical,
this began as Minnesota’s Lutheran Cursillo.

Tre Dias:
An international ecumenical community 
that is new to  MN/WI.  Visit 
www.tresdias.org.

Walk to Emmaus:
Sponsored by the Upper Room, information on 
this ecumenical community, which began in the 

UEC Friends

Weekend Watch
Upcoming UEC Weekends are listed in the table below.  Weekend and Team Applications are available from your Church Liaison or 
online at www.unidosencristo.com on the Resources / Forms page.

WEEKEND APPLICATIONS will be accepted at any time for any weekend if the weekend hasn’t filled.  If you wish to submit 
a weekend application within two weeks of an upcoming weekend, ask your Church Liaison to contact Audrey Mondelli, Allocations 
Coordinator to determine if space is available.  When this issue of the Palanca Press went to print, there were still Applicant openings 
for the October ’08 weekends at First Presbyterian-Albert Lea. Send Weekend Applications to:

Audrey Mondelli,  UEC Allocations  •  2630 Boulder Way  •  Burnsville, MN 55337  •  mondelli@unidosencristo.com
The Weekend Application fee of $30.00 per Applicant should accompany the Weekend Application.

TEAM APPLICATIONS will be accepted after the Final TEAM AP DATE in the table below only if the team is not yet full. 

Weekend Date Host
Church

Rector/a Spiritual
Directors

Team Ap 
Window

#233 Men February 12-15,
2009

Excelsior Covenant
Excelsior, MN

TBA TBA July 12 -
November 12, 08

#234 Women February 19-22,
2009

Excelsior Covenant
Excelsior, MN

TBA TBA July 12 -
November 12, 08

#235 Men July 9-12,
2009

Faith Covenant
Burnsville, MN

TBA TBA January 9 -
April 9, 09

#236 Women July 16-19,
2009

Faith Covenant
Excelsior, MN

TBA TBA January 9 -
April 9, 09
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Web Watch
www.unidosencristo.com

Read the Palanca Press ONLINE!

• It is environmentally friendly—no paper.
• It saves UEC ‘loads’ of money.

• You receive your Palanca Press earlier.
• The online version is in COLOR!

We are asking everyone in the UEC 4th Day Community that 
has internet access to begin receiving the Palanca Press by 
e-mail or by accessing it online at our web site.

To receive by e-mail:  Send your e-mail address to 
unidosencristo@comcast.net.  Marie Wilson, Database 
Coordinator, will stop mailing you the paper copy of the Palanca 

Press.  Instead, when each issue of the Palanca Press is 
ready, you will receive an e-mail with a PDF copy of 
the newsletter attached.

To access at our web site:  About two weeks before
      every set of weekends, check our web site to 

download the latest issue of the Palanca Press 
(again, in PDF format).

Thank you for your help in saving UEC money and 
taking one more step towards living green and 

protecting God’s great creation!



Council Quarters

The UEC Council seeks to create balance in our site selection 
process.  In the metro area, locations for UEC weekends are 
rotated between the North, South, East, and West regions. 
Out state locations are chosen every other year. The goal is 
to create a variety of locations with the broadest possible 
appeal to individual weekenders and sponsors. To judge the 
popularity of each location, the Council will begin recapping 
the percentage of weekenders attending from each of the major 
regions as described previously in this article. This will appear 
in the Palanca Press  in the section that lists the new 4th Day 
members who attended the previous set of weekends. After the 
data has been gathered, if there is a clear preference for certain 
areas, the Council will attempt to hold more weekends in those 
areas. 

So, if you would like to see more weekends held in your area, 
sponsor more weekenders from your area. As you know, there 
has been room on all of the recent weekends for additional 
participants.  A UEC weekend is a wonderful gift. Please give 
it to someone you care about. Albert Lea is the out state site for 
2008. There will not be another weekend held outside of the 
metro area until 2010. Applications are being accepted now.  
Be a sponsor. Make a friend, be a friend, lead a friend to Christ.  
Christ is counting on you.

Dick Hamblin, Convenor

Inspiration

New 4th Day Signs
Many of you have been around UEC long enough to have watched our wonderful, red, heart-shaped “4th Day” signs 
either disappear or deteriorate over the years.  Those signs were made for us by Ernie Aden, a 4th Day member.  Ernie 
noticed that the signs were looking a little shabby and has graciously put his hands to work again and made six 
new signs.  If you see Ernie, give him a warm thank you!  Thank you, Ernie!

Large Print Bibles
In memory of her brother, Duane, Donna Osthus has donated two beautiful large print Bibles for use in the 
Rollo Room for Bible Enthronement.  Thank you Donna.

Safe Candles
We’d like to thank Shane and Kathy Vail (Hope Presbyterian) for their donation of 48 safe candles.  These are safe, 
battery operated candles that look beautifully real.  Thank you Shane & Kathy!

Thank Yous

Convenor’s Corner

UEC Volunteer Opportunities
Palanca Chapel Kneeling Bench
It was discovered that the Palanca Chapel Kneeling Bench 
is missing.  If you have it or would like to make or donate 
another, please contact Don May at 651-437-6905.  

Promotional Materials Help Needed
The Long Range Task Force (2005) made the recommendation 
that UEC update it’s promotional materials.  We have two new 
brochures, a DVD, and various sponsorship packets.  Help 
is needed to manage these materials.  Requires storing of 
materials, packet stuffing and mailing materials upon request.  
For more information, please call Kathy Walker at 
612-483-6151.  Thank you.
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The Wooden Bowl

A frail old man went to live with his son. The family ate 
together at the table. But the grandfather’s shaky hands 
and failing sight made eating difficult. Peas rolled off his 
spoon onto the floor. Milk spilled on the tablecloth.  The son 
became irritated with the mess.  So they set a small table in the 
corner where Grandfather ate alone from a wooden bowl that 
wouldn’t break.

When the family glanced in Grandfather’s direction, 
sometimes he had a tear in his eye as he sat alone. The four-
year-old grandson watched it all in silence.  One evening 
before supper, the father noticed his son playing with wood 
scraps on the floor. He asked the child sweetly, ‘What are 
you making?’ Just as sweetly, the boy responded, ‘Oh, I am 
making a little bowl for you and Mama to eat your food in 
when I grow up.’ 

Though no word was spoken, the son knew what must be done.  
That evening the he took  his father’s hand and  gently  led 
him back to the family table. 

This story has spoken to me for months on so many levels.  
Perhaps the deepest impact made has been about ‘judgements’ 
that I make about those around me and how I exclude certain 
people based on my judgements, especially within the body of 
Christ, my family.  Maybe someone I know has ‘dropped peas’ 
by drinking too much alcohol and I had to pick up the pieces.  
Maybe another has spilled milk by talking about me behind my 
back and I had to clean up the rumors.  So, in my hurt, while I 
have not sent them away, I have made a table for them in the 
corner of my heart, where they can no longer bother me ... and 
there, they eat alone.

I realized I was ‘making my own bowl’ and unless I changed 
how I see my brothers and sisters in Christ, I would one day be 
at a table in the corner eating from my bowl - alone.

We may not all agree on the exact same theology or church 
policy.  Still, as God’s children, we need to remember to love 
and be unified enough to be able to break bread together at the 
same table ... as the family of God.

Food for thought, Kathy Walker



UEC Council
2008-2009

Convenor
	 Dick Hamblin
		  952-949-0779
Co-Convenor/
Communications
	 Kathy Walker
		  612-483-6151
Secretary
	 Mike Meier
		  507-775-7036
Treasurer
	 Teresa VanBatavia
		  763-542-9506
Allocations
	 Audrey Mondelli
		  952-933-9932
Leader Development
	 Dick Hamblin
		  952-949-0779		
	 Nancy Adsem
		  952-474-2663
Leader Training
	 Linda Shirley
		  952-881-4504
	 Michele Benyo
		  952-884-7371
Liaison Coordinator
	 Kory Everson
		  612-866-7606
New Churches
	 Darla O’Flanagan
		  763-675-3960
Palanca
	 Gordy Nagel
		  952-934-2033
Site Selection
  	 Neal Powell
		  651-488-9122
Supplies
	 Brian Laluzerne
	 (technical supplies)
		  952-440-3794
	 Don May
	 (truck supplies)
		  651-437-6905
Clergy 
  	 Richard Townsend-Anderson
		  763-323-7640
	 Janice Knight
		  952-292-2138
	 Neil Bonkoski
		  651-674-0700

To e-mail a Council member, use 
their last name plus
@unidosencristo.com, i.e.:

hamblin@unidosencristo.com
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Thank You Retiring Council Members!

The UEC Council would like to say THANK YOU to the 
following retiring Council members for their service to 
UEC and the years of effort and sacrifice they have given.
	 Don Henrich (Allocations)
	 Pamela Jensen (Clergy),
	 Kathy Nelson (Site Selection)
	 Tod Paulson (Leadership Training)
	 Susan Stevens (Leadership Training)

Welcome New Council Members!

We would also like to invite the 4th Day Community to WELCOME new Council members:

Clergy:  Rick Townsend Anderson
Rick and his wife Diane attended UEC 21 in 1985. Rick has served several teams as Spiritual 
Director.  He is currently tutoring at Anoka Ramsey College and serves in interim ministry 
positions as he is needed.  He comes to us a UEC Council veteran having served once before.

Clergy:  Neil Bonkoski
Neil and his wife, Nancy, attended UEC 67 in 1990.  Having been an Evangelical Covenant pastor 
for 27 years, Neil is currently serving at Harris Covenant Church in Harris, MN.  He has served as 
Spiritual Director on several teams.  He and Nancy have three children and four grandchildren.

Clergy:  Janice Knight
Janice attended UEC 202 in 2004 and jumped right into service with the Long Range Task Force.  
She has also served as Spiritual Director.  Formerly Associate Pastor at Church of the Open Door 
in Plymouth, she is currently serving in a lay minister position on prayer, communion and pre-
marriage ministry teams.  She is employed at Capella University as an Academic Advisor.

Co-Convenor:  Kathy Walker
Kathy attended UEC 104 in 1994.  She has been on Council for two years serving as Secretary for 
one year and Communications Coordinator for one year.  She will continue as Communications 
Coordinator while serving as Co-Convenor.  Kathy is a single mom with two boys, one in college 
and one in high school.  She is employed as an Administrative Assistant and attends church at 
Southcross Community in Apple Valley.

Allocations:  Audrey Mondelli
Audrey attended UEC 71 in 1991 and after serving on several teams, served as Rectora in 2001.  
She attends church at Normandale Highlands UMC in Bloomington  where she is involved in 
prayer ministries, leads Bible studies and serves as UEC Liaison.  She is married to Sal and they 
have two grown daughters and grandchildren.

Leadership Training:  Michele Benyo
Michele attended UEC 182 in 2002.  She lives in Bloomington with her daughter and attends 
Normandale Hylands UMC.  She brings experience with non-profit work as she is employed as 
the Church Development Advisor with Feed My Starving Children.

Site Selection:  Neal Powell
Neal and his wife, Mari attended UEC 43 in 1988.  Both have served UEC as Rector/a.  They 
have 4 grown children, two of whom are involved with UEC as well, and grandchildren.  Neal 
served the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Dept. for 22 years and retired as Sergeant in 2001.
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UEC Council members: 
	 (last name)@unidosencristo.com

Palanca Press Editor, Kathy Walker: 
	 walker@unidosencristo.com or 612-483-6151

Address Changes or Winter Addresses:
	 unidosencristo@comcast.net or 952-835-0301

Print Your Own Color Copy!  Save Postage!
Sign up at our web site to receive the Palanca Press via 
e-mail.  400+ already have!

Next Palanca Press Submission Deadline:
January 7, 2009

CalendarContacts
2008

September 23	 UEC Council Meeting
October 2-5	 Men #231 - First Presbyterian — Albert Lea
October  9-12	 Women #232 - First Presbyterian —Albert Lea
October 28	 UEC Council Meeting
November 25	 UEC Council Meeting

2009

January 7	 Palanca Press Deadline
January 27	 UEC Council Meeting
February 12	 Men #232 - Excelsior Covenant — Excelsior
February 19	 Women #233 - Excelsior Covenant —Excelsior
February 24	 UEC Council Meeting
March 24	 UEC Council Meeting
April 28	 UEC Council Meeting

The editor of this issue of the Palanca Press would like to thank the crew at Hopkins UMC
for their help labeling and sorting the Press before mailing.

Thank you!  May God Bless You for Your Service!

“The whole congregation of believers was united as one—one heart, one mind!
They didn’t even claim ownership of their own possessions.

No one said, “That’s mine; you can’t have it.” They shared everything.
The apostles gave powerful witness to the resurrection of the Master Jesus,

and grace was on all of them.
Acts 4:32   The Message


